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A page from a 4-Holes Swamp sketchbook
Here’s a page of field sketches from a practicing naturalist’s sketchbook, warts and all. When you see published “naturalist’s
sketchbooks” (and there are several excellent ones available) don’t be misled into thinking the pages started out looking the
way they do in the published books!

Sometimes a sketchpage
done “on location” does turn out
perfectly, but the format usually
falls prey to the excitement of the
sketching moment. Notes are
scribbly and sometimes illegible,
sketches may be just a little bit
sketchier than one might like, or
the drawing is inaccurate, requiring notes that say things like
“shorter than this.”
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Since this page was originally done in ballpoint pen (a
major oversight when heading
out the door) there was no
choice of erasing, and booboos
are right out there in plain sight.
The two butterflies originally
“malted” in the shrub, and the
hawks’ heavily barred tails
started out being “barded” –
which may be halfway between
banded and barred. Who knows
how the brain works when we take
quick notes!

p.m.

The “ichneumon” insertion
was added later when the wasp
was identified in a field guide.
But one could seem a lot wiser
(and tidier) by hiding the fact
that it was an afterthought.
The page has no name or
date, making possible problems
if it becomes detached from the
rest of the sketchbook. And it
might someday be useful to know
that it was sketched near the
canoe launch at 4-Holes Swamp
(in the Beidler Forest Audubon
Sanctuary) in South Carolina on
a warm, sunny day in late March, just after a rain.
Try to get it right the first time, but if you meet with obstacles don’t let them paralyze you. Just go
out and sketch! (To see how this sketch looks when “cleaned up” a bit, turn to page 60.)

